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 When the United Kingdom ratified the European Communities Treaty on 28 January 1973, the final negotiations were held in
Luxembourg in the Palais Luxembourg, a seat of the government of Luxembourg. During the negotiations the name of the EU
were an acronym for "European Union". For the first time, delegates from the new states also made themselves heard, not just
by the delegates from the old states and from countries that had joined earlier. What is now the European Union was set up by

the Maastricht Treaty, which came into force on 1 January 1993, and with some modifications the Treaty of Amsterdam, which
entered into force on 1 May 1997. It has subsequently been modified in the Treaty of Lisbon, which came into force on 1

December 2009. The Treaty of Rome set the basic legal framework of the EU. It was never signed by all EU member states as it
required ratifications by all Member States, but after the Treaty of Amsterdam (Treaty of Nice, in fact) was in force, every

Member State had to sign and ratify the Treaty of Lisbon (Treaty of Lisbon, in fact) to make it valid. Most of the treaties set out
in the EU's official website are not treaties proper but rather "decisions" or "conclusions" and have therefore not gone through
the ratification process. On 1 January 2008 the European Parliament became the first institution of the Union with a directly

elected mandate. Under the Treaty of Lisbon the European Parliament is made up of the 751 Members from the 15 nations who
are Members of the European Parliament; all Members of the European Parliament are directly elected by EU citizens. The

treaties stipulate that the Parliament shall be a directly elected body. Before the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty the
European Parliament was made up of members of the European Parliament elected in accordance with the provisions of the
Treaties establishing the European Communities; the number of Members of the European Parliament is determined by the

provisions of the Treaty establishing the European Communities. The European Parliament has a plenary session on Tuesdays
and a plenary session in the week preceding the European Council session. A number of parts of the EU's statutory and financial
administration are carried out by the EU's institutions. The European Commission is the EU's executive, responsible for drafting

legislative proposals and implementing the EU's laws. It is also in charge of the day-to-day running of the EU's budget. The
Commission is located in the centre of Brussels. The current Commissioner-designate of the Commission 82157476af
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